
I. Sermon on the Mount    Matthew 5-7 

Matthew 5 
1  And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain:  

and when he was set, his disciples came unto him:  
2  And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying …      (them – his disciples)  

A. Evangelistic sermon to the multitudes? 

B. Making Disciples / Character of a Kingdom Citizen   (Real Christianity)  

1. Follows His call for repentance 

Matthew 4 
17  From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say,  

Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

a) Repentance?  

(1) Change of mind 

(2) Abhorrence of sin – desire to change for the better  

(3) A deep, heartfelt, sincere and radical change  
in a person's thinking and way of life 

Acts 20 
21  Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks,  

repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

b) CONVERSION – Repentance + Faith  

 

2. Christ is calling for a radical change in His followers 

a) Denouncing the empty religious practices of the Pharisees 
Matthew 5 

20  For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness 
of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.  

 
21  Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time,  

Thou shalt not kill ; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment:  
22  But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause  

shall be in danger of the judgment… 
 
27  Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery:  
28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her  

hath committed adultery with her already in his heart. 



Matthew 7 
15  Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing,  

but inwardly they are ravening wolves.  
16  Ye shall know them by their fruits.  

Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?  
17  Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit;  

but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.  
18  A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit,  

neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.  
19  Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 
20  Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 
 
21  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;  

but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.  
22  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name?  

And in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works?  
23  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you:  

depart from me, ye that work iniquity.  
 
28  And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings,  

the people were astonished at his doctrine:  
29  For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 
 
II. Beatitudes  

3  Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
4  Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.  
5  Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.  
6  Blessed are they which do hunger & thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.  
7  Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.  
8  Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.  
9  Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.  
10  Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake:  

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
11   Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you,  

and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely , for my sake .  
12   Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven:  

for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 
 

A. ‘Beatitude’ – {blessed}   ‘Blessed are the…’ 

  



1. Some translations – “Happy”    (Blessed = happy)  

John 13:17  If ye know these things, happy <3107> are ye if ye do them. 

2. More than emotional happiness  

4  Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.  

3. Bible Knowledge Commentary:  Blessed = “fortunate”  
Matthew 16 

17   And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed <3107> art thou, Simon Barjona:  
for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 

Matthew 24 
46   Blessed <3107> is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. 
 

a) You are fortunate / blessed by God - doing these things   

b) God thinks well of them -  they are /shall be "blessed" by Him  

c) They exemplify that they are His children  

Matthew 5 

48  Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.   

(1) ‘Perfect’ – mature / of full age / complete / adult  

(2) What does mature Christianity look like? 

III. Blessed Are - Poor in Spirit  

3  Blessed are the poor in spirit… 

A. The Poverty of the Poor in Spirit  

1. Their poverty is not –  

a) Lack in spirit   (godless / spiritually immature)  

b) Lack in material goods  (financially poor)      

c) Rich man and Lazarus  

(1) Rich man did not go to hell because he was rich  

(2) Lazarus did not go to heaven because he was poor 

(3) Symbols- 

(a) Riches – symbol of being independent of God 

(b) Poverty – symbol of being dependent upon God   



2. Their Poverty is - 

a) In Salvation  

(1) Godly sorrow over sinfulness  

(2) Desire to repent and be made whole  

b) In Spiritual Walk  

(1) Humility in spirit  

(2) Desire to glorify God in His grace   

3. How deep is their spiritual poverty? 

a) ‘Poor’ – (2) Greek words in NT 

(1) People who possess little in the way of material goods   

(2) * Beggars  - totally dependent on others to help 

(a) Weak, frail, feeble  

(b) Totally defenselessness, utterly helpless 

(c) Nothing within their own power -resolve poverty 

(d) Eagerly reaching out to others for assistance 

b) Blessed Are Those Who Are Totally Dependent Upon God  

Psalm 34:6  
"This poor man cried out, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles" 

 
B. The Prosperity of the Poor in Spirit  

3  Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

1. The realm where God reigns 

a) It may be a place 

b) But it is also a people  

2. The eternal blessing of God upon our life, both now and forever more  
 

 

 

 



 

 

Ps 34:18 He is near the brokenhearted, saves those who are crushed in spirit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4   Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.  

a) Emotional mourning over physical loss 

b) Spiritual mourning over sinfulness  (Repentance)  

2 Cor 7:10 – ‘godly sorrow’  

C. Rock of Ages - ‘Nothing in my hands I bring; simply to thy cross I cling’   

 

 

 

 

Luke 18 
9  And he spake this parable unto certain  

which trusted in themselves that they were righteous,  
and despised others:  

10  Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a 
publican.  
11   The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself,  

God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.  

12    I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.  
 
13   And the publican,  

standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven,  



but smote upon his breast, saying,  
God be merciful to me a sinner.  

14  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other:  
for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased ; and he that humbleth himself 

shall be exalted . 
 

 
(1) Jesus was not speaking of the economically poor  

(2) But those who recognize their need for Him and His help  

 
 

 

 

D. Spiritual Prosperity  

 

 

 

 

a) Kingdom –  

(1) A place (a kingdom which is to come)  

(2) A people (a kingdom that has come) (reign of Christ in a 

disciple’s life)  

b) Note- 

(1) Not – live like this and you will become a Christian 

(2) But – live like this because you are a Christian 

(a) Not – something we are trying to do for God  

(b) But – something that God is trying to do in / 

through us  

(3) The compelling call of the Holy Spirit to the believer  

c) Question –  



(1) Do I belong to the kingdom of Christ? 

(2) Does Christ rule and reign over me?  

(3) Is Jesus our King and Lord? 

2. Blessed is the one over whom Jesus is Lord   

 

IV. BLESSED ARE THE POOR IN SPIRIT  

3  Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
 

 Martin Lloyd Jones – “key to all that follows”  

 There is no one who is a part of the kingdom of heaven who is not first – poor 

in spirit  

 

 

 


