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Matthew 5 
10  Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake:  

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
11  Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you,  

and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  
12  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven:  

for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 
 

1) “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” (2 Timothy 3:12)  

2) Wiersbe – “Persecution is a normal part of dedicated Christian living.”  1   

3) Today’s brand of Christianity -  easy going, laid back and seeker friendly 

4) Many church goers  

 More worried about the temperature of their Sunday morning cappuccino  

 Than the threat of religious persecution 

 Mega-church pastor - a place where the non-believer would feel completely comfortable 

o Welcomed?  Yes 

o Comfortable?  No 

“Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you!  
For so did their fathers to the false prophets.” (Luke 6:26) 

 

I. What is Persecution?  

A. To be mistreated for a particular reason; often race, beliefs, or religious faith 

B. Often accompanied with harsh mistreatment, hostility, harassment, affliction 

C. Root meaning - to flee or to put to flight 

D. Jesus spoke a great deal about persecution  

Matthew 10 
16  Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves:  

be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.  
 

                                    
1 Warren Wiersbe, Live Like a King, Living the Beatitudes, Moody, Chicago, 1976, p. 140 
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17  But beware of men:  
for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in their synagogues; 

18  And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake,  
for a testimony against them and the Gentiles.  

19  But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak:  
for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak.  

20  For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you.  
 

1. “Testimony” - witness (martyr)  

2. Man’s enemies – his own household  

21  And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and the father the child:  
and the children shall rise up against their parents, and cause them to be put to death.  

22  And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake:  
but he that endureth to the end shall be saved.  

23  But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: for verily I say unto you,  
Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come.  

 
24  The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his lord.  
25  It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his lord.  

If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub,  
how much more shall they call them of his household?  

26  Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed;  
and hid, that shall not be known.  

27  What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light:  
and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops.  

28  And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul:  
but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.  

29  Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing?  
And one of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father.  

30  But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  
31  Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows.  
 
32  Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men,  

him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.  
33  But whosoever shall deny me before men,  

him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.  
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34  Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. 
35  For I am come to set a man at variance against his father,  

and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. 
36  And a man's foes shall be they of his own household.  
37  He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me:  

and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.  
38  And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.  
39  He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it. 
 

II. Why Are Christians Persecuted? 

A. Spiritual Truth is Offensive  

1. “Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake…”  

2. Spiritual truth is offensive to the non-believer 

John 3:19 And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone practicing evil hates 
the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. NKJV  

 
3. Calling out sin is offensive to those who are living in spiritual darkness 
 

B. Spiritual Truth Dethrones Man  

1. Direct opposite of Christianity?  

a) Atheism   (A-God)  No God 

b) Humanism   (Greater threat than atheism)  

{an emphasis on human reason, scientific inquiry, and human fulfillment in 
the natural world which rejects the importance of belief in God.}  

 
(1) Man doesn’t need God 

(2) Man is his own god / solve all of his own problems 

(3) Problems with Humanism:  

(i) Fails to solve moral problems  

(ii) Causes man to go deeper and deeper into sin  
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Romans 1 
19  Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them;  

for God hath shewed it unto them.  
20  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen,  

being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead;  
so that they are without excuse:  

21  Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; 
but became vain (empty / foolish) in their imaginations,  
and their foolish heart was darkened.  

22  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,  
23  And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made  

like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.  
24  Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts,  

to dishonour their own bodies between themselves:  
25  Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature  

more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.  
26  For this cause God gave them up unto vile (disgraceful) affections:  

for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature:  
27   And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman,  

burned in their lust one toward another;  
men with men working that which is unseemly,  
and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet.  

28  And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge,  
God gave them over to a reprobate (rejected) mind,  
to do those things which are not convenient;  (fitting)  

29  Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; 
full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,  

30  Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things,  
disobedient to parents,  

31  Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection,  
implacable, (unyielding and unbending) unmerciful:  

32  Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things  
are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them. 

 

C. Spiritual Truth Says That We Need a Savior  

Matthew 5 
11  Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you,  

and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  
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III. How Should Christians Respond to Persecution?  

Matthew 5 
10  Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake:  

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
11  Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you,  

and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  
12  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven:  

for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 

 

A. Rejoice Over the Opportunity to Glorify Your Savior   

Acts 5 
41 And they departed from the presence of the council,  

rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name.  
 

B. Rejoice Over the Opportunity to Spread the Gospel   

Matthew 10 
18  And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake,  

for a testimony against them and the Gentiles.  
19  But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak:  

for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak.  
20  For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you.  

 

C. Rejoice Over the Opportunity to Grow  

James 1 
2  My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;  
3  Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.  
4  But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 
  


