
1 
 

Philippians 3 CSB 
12  Not that I have already reached [the goal] or am already fully mature,  

but I make every effort to take hold of it  
because I also have been taken hold of by Christ Jesus.  

13  Brothers, I do not consider myself to have taken hold of it.  
But one thing I do:  

forgetting what is behind and reaching forward to what is ahead,  
14   I pursue as my goal the prize promised by God's heavenly call in Christ Jesus.  
15  Therefore, all who are mature should think this way.  

And if you think differently about anything, God will reveal this to you also. 
 

Paul – GREATEST CHRISTIAN WHO EVER LIVED 

Paul –  

 I am not perfect (I haven’t reached spiritual perfection / complete maturity)  

 But – I am not content with where I am – but I keep reaching forward for more 

 I want to know Christ in a deeper way – I want to be more and more like Him  

 

#11 PURSUING CHRIST (WITH A PASSION)  

 

I. Dissatisfaction With Where You Are 

A. Perfection  

1. Paul was not perfect      

12  Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect…  [Perfect tense] 
13  Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended…  [Perfect tense] 
 

2. Paul was not content - remain where he was (complacent)  

12  … but I follow after, [I make every effort] 
 if that I may apprehend   that  for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.  

  * to take into possession    * that – Christlikeness  
 

a) Forgetting Those Things Which Are Behind 

(1) Easy to let go – trying to earn salvation by works  

(2) Easy to accept -  ‘good enough’ in our spiritual walk  
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b) Danger of Spiritual Complacency  

Revelation 3 (Laodiceans)  
15  I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot:  

I would thou wert cold or hot.  
16  So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot,  

I will spue thee out of my mouth.  
 

(1) Christ doesn’t expect perfection  

(2) But He does expect a passion  

19  As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent . 
 

3. What Kept Paul from Becoming Complacent? 

Philippians 3 

10  That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection,  

and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;  
 

a) Paul Wanted to Know More and More of Christ 

b) Paul Wanted to Be Made More and More Like Christ  

c) Paul loved Jesus  

 

I. Dissatisfaction With Where You Are 

II. Determination to Become Who You Can Be   

Philippians 3 
12  Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect:  

but I follow after,  
if that I may apprehend that     
for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.  

13  Brethren, 
I count not myself to have apprehended:  
but this one thing I do,  

forgetting those things which are behind,  
and reaching forth unto those things which are before,  

14    I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling  
of God in Christ Jesus. 
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A. Spiritual Perfection  (Maturity)   

1. Vs. 12 – “I’m not perfect    (completion / maturity) 

2. None of us are perfect – but all of us should be pursuing perfection   

3. “Be ye holy; for I am holy”  (1 Pet 1:16)    [set apart]  

B. Sanctification    (sanctuary / saint – “set apart” – holy)  

1. Positional Sanctification  

a) Romans 6 – baptized into Christ  

b) Ephesians 1 – in Him, in the beloved, etc  

c) ‘Seated in the heavenlies’ (Eph 2:6)  

2. Perfect Sanctification  

a) 1 Jn 3:2 – ‘we shall be like Him for we shall see Him as He is’ 

b) 1 Corinthians 15 – ‘we shall all be changed (body, soul and spirit)   

c) Romans 8:30  ‘Glorification’  

3. Practical Sanctification (Progressive Sanctification)  

1Peter 1 
14   As obedient children,  

not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance:  
15   But as he which hath called you is holy,  

so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;   

a) Practical – everyday living  

b) Progressive – requires spiritual growth (maturity)  

C. Paul’s Pursuit of Perfection    

12  Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect:  
but I follow after, if that I may apprehend  
that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.  

13  Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended:  
but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind,  
and reaching forth unto those things which are before,  

14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
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1. God’s Part – “I am apprehended”  

12 … I am apprehended <2638> (5681) of Christ Jesus.  [Passive Voice] 
 “I have been taken hold of by Christ Jesus” 

 
 

2. Paul’s Part – “I follow …”  

12  Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect:  
but I follow after, if that I may apprehend      [Active Voice / Subjunctive Mood] 
that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.  

 
13  Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended:  

but this one thing I do,  
forgetting those things which are behind,  
and reaching forth unto those things which are before,  

14   I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

(1) “Forgetting the past” – things of earthly gain 

(2) I pursue – things of heavenly gain  

(3) “I press toward”   

(a) I pursue Christlikeness with a passion 

(b) I pursue after it as I once persecuted against it  

 

Conclusion  

1)  Walk in the Light as He is in the Light (Content only – TRUTH) 

2)   Confess your sins and seek His cleansing   (Admitting sin vs. Repenting of sin)  

3)   Everyday pursue Christ with a passion  


