
Matthew 5 
13  Ye are the salt of the earth:  

but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted?  
It is thenceforth good for nothing,  
but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.  

14  Ye are the light of the world.  
A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.  

15   Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel,  
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.  

16   Let your light so shine before men,  
that they may see your good works,  
and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

 

INTRODUCTION-    

 Can’t wait to get to heaven  

 But – ye are the salt of the earth / light of the world / city set upon a hill  

 

I. Be “IN” the World    

A. Salt in the Roman World  

1. ‘Salary’ - Latin (‘salarium’)  - Roman soldier's allowance for salt 

2. Worth Our Weight in Salt 

B. Salt in the Jewish World  

1. Leviticus 2:13 “You are to present salt with each of your offerings” 

2. Covenant of Salt  Symbolic – pure / lasting  

C. Salt in Our World  

1. World of rot / decay  

2. God – ‘moral preservative’  His people (the church)  

3. “You and you alone are the salt of the earth” – implication  

4. How are Christians like salt? 

a) TTU – Distinctively Christian  

b) “Peculiar people” – belong exclusively to God  

c) Here – Impact / Influence upon the world  



d) Our Penetrating Influence 

(1) Pure salt – powerful / potent  

(2) Early Disciples 

(a) Unlearned / ignorant  

(b) ‘Turning the world upside down’  

(3) Power of our salt – Holy Spirit (God) 

e) Our Purifying Influence 

(1) Elisha purifying the water – bowl of salt  

2 Kings 2:21 … "This is what the LORD says: 'I have healed this water.  
No longer will death or unfruitfulness result from it.'"  
22 Therefore, the water remains healthy to this very day …  CSB 

(2) Christians –  

(a) Can’t turn this world into heaven 

(b) Can make a difference 

(c) President Woodrow Wilson – Barber shop  

(i) “It seemed - worship service” 

(ii) Great evangelist – Dwight L Moody  

(d) Positive influence – wherever we go  

f) Our Preserving Influence  

(1) End Times – Antichrist  

2 Thessalonians 2 
7  For the mystery of iniquity doth already work:  

only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.  
8  And then shall that Wicked be revealed… 

(2) ‘Let’ – hold back / restrain  

(3) The Church  

  



g) Our Pleasing Influence  

(1) Salt – food palatable  

Colossians 4 
5  Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.  
6  Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt,  

that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man 
 

Titus 2:9-10 
Slaves are to be submissive to their masters in everything, and to be well-pleasing, 
not talking back or stealing, but demonstrating their faithfulness,  
so that they may adorn the teaching of God our Savior in everything. 
  

(2) How we live /act before others  

(3) Can make the gospel more appealing and palatable 

 

I. Be “IN” the World…    

II. But Don’t be “OF” the World… 

Matthew 5 
13  Ye are the salt of the earth:  

but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted?  
It is thenceforth good for nothing,  
but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.  

 

A. When Salt Loses Its Saltiness  

1. We become of little worth – kingdom of God  

a) As Christians – waste our spiritual life  

b) 1 John 5:16 – ‘sin unto death’    (God - premature death)  

2. We leave the world – unsalted   

a) If we don’t reach others – no other hope / answer  

b) If the church loses its focus – whole world will rot  

  



B. How Can We Maintain Our Saltiness?  

1. We must strive – maintain – our purity    

a) Not – “You should become salt” 

b) But – “You are salt”  

1 Peter 2 
9   But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation,  

a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him  
who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 

10   Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God:  
which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 

 
11   Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims,  

abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; 
12   Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles:  

that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers,  
they may by your good works, which they shall behold,  
glorify God in the day of visitation.   (When Christ comes back – judge world) 

 

(1) Salvation makes Salt  

(2) Maintaining our Saltiness –  

(a) Keeping our hearts clean before the Lord  

(b) Walking in the light of God’s Word 

(c) Letting the Spirit live through us  

2. We must live with purpose     

a) Easy to keep the salt in the shaker 

(1) Get in our own little world  

(2) Ignore everyone else around us  

b) Ask ourselves: 

(1) “Where has God sprinkled me?” 

(2) “What is MY WORLD that needs salt?” 

(3) “What kind of impact am I having on them?” 

(4) “What is my plan to bring God’s truth to them?”  


