
 Early church believed – Christ could return at any moment 

 Therefore they sought to always be ready  

 God wants us:  

 To enjoy life the life He gives us  (family, friends, His blessings)  

 But – be mindful that life here on earth is only a small part of our existence 

  God wants us to live – looking for His coming   
 

Titus 2 
11  For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,  
12  Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts,  

we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;  
13  Looking for that blessed hope,  

and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 
 

Looking for the Savior = Living for the Savior  

1) Early church believed – Christ could return at any moment 

A. ‘Looking for’ –  Watching with the anticipation of a loved one’s coming 

1. Simeon, Anna – coming of the Messiah  

2. Living with the hope / expectation  

B. Present Tense – daily lifestyle    

2) God wants us:  

A. Enjoy life  -  (family, friends, His blessings)  

B. Mindful: Life here on earth – Only a small part – our existence 

C. God wants us to live – looking for His coming   

 

  



I. Looking for the Savior  

Philippians 3 
20  For our conversation is in heaven;     

from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:  
 

A. 1st Century Churches – Persecution    (Tempted to despair / doubt – real? Worth it?)  

B. Paul, Peter, James, Hebrews – Encourage believers stay faithful to Christ  

2 Corinthians 4 
16  For which cause we faint not;  

but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.  
17  For our light affliction, which is but for a moment,  

worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;  
18  While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen:  

for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 
 

II. Living for the Savior  

A. Don’t Be Drawn Into Sensual Thinking  

Philippians 3 
17  Brethren, be followers together of me,  

and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample.  
 
 ‘Mark’ – “scope out” / watch / observe  

o Paul, Other godly Christian examples  

o Not everyone is a good example  

1. Those Who’s God is Their Sensuality  

18   (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping,  
that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ:  

19    Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly,  
and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.)  

 
a) ‘Whose god is their belly’  

(1) Who live to gratify their fleshly appetites 

(2) Christians (?) – who live sensually vs. spiritually   (Jude 1) 
Jude 1 

3  Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation,  
it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort [you]  



that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. 
4  For there are certain men crept in unawares,  

who were before of old ordained to this condemnation,  
ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness,  [unbridled lust] 
and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Philippians 3 
18   (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping,  

that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ:  
19    Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly,  

and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.)  
 
 

2. Those Who’s God is Their Savior  

20  For our conversation is in heaven;    CITIZENSHIP  
from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:  

21   Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,  
according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. 

 

B. Don’t Be Drawn Into Selfish Thinking  

Philippians 4 
1  Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown,  

so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.  
2  I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that they be of the same mind in the Lord.  
3  And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow,  

help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also,  
and with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of life.  

 

1. Paul repeatedly warned Philippians – “Don’t be selfish / self-centered” 

2. Consider who you are ‘in Christ’  (book of life)  

3. “Live with the MIND OF CHRIST – the benefit of OTHERS”  (not just self)  

 

  



C. Don’t Be Drawn Into Sorrowful Thinking  

4  Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice.  
5  Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. 
 

A. Rejoice in the Lord – Always  

1. Not because you – enjoy a trial / suffering 

2. But because – you know the end  

3. ‘And again I say rejoice’  

a) ‘Rejoice’ –   10 times 

b) ‘Joy’ –   6 times  

c) ‘Gladness’ –   1 time  

B. Let your moderation be known unto all men 

1. Moderation – gentleness / patience  (sweet spirit)  

1 Peter 3 
15  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every 

man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 
 

C. The Lord is at hand 
Luke 12 

35  Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning;  
36  And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord,  

when he will return from the wedding; 
that when he cometh and knocketh, they may open unto him immediately.  

37  Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall find watching:  
verily I say unto you,  

that he shall gird himself,  
and make them to sit down to meat , and will come forth and serve them.  

38  And if he shall come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, 
blessed are those servants.  

39  And this know,  
that if the goodman of the house had known what hour the thief would come,  
he would have watched, and not have suffered his house to be broken through .  

40  Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think not. 
  



********************* 
 

 

A. Awareness and anticipation – effected how the early Christians lived 

1. James 5 

2. 1 Peter 4:7 

3. Hebrews 10:25 

4. Revelation 3:11 

5. Revelation 22:7 

 
 
 

Colossians 3 
1  If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above,  

where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.  
2  Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.  
3  For ye are dead , and your life is hid with Christ in God.  
4  When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. 
 
James, writing what was probably the earliest of the New Testament epistles, expressly told his readers that the Lord’s return was imminent: 

James 5 
7  Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord.  

Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth,  
and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain.  

8  Be ye also patient ; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh . 
Peter echoed that same expectation when he wrote, “The end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers” (1 Pet 4:7). 

 

http://www.gty.org/resources/articles/A368 

 

“And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming” (1 John 

2:28; cf. 3:2; Col 3:4; 2 Tim 4:8; 1 Pet 5:4). 

6. Promise of Christ’s return - Constant influence on their hearts and live  

7. It led them: 

a) Desire to be prepared for His coming 

b) To esteem - earthly affairs -little importance 

 

 "Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober" (1 Thess 5:6). 

 "Looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus" (Titus 2:13). 
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 "Let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner 

of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the Day approaching" (Heb 10:24-25). 

 "For yet a little while, and He that shall come will come, and will not tarry" (Heb 10:37). 

 "Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of 

Jesus Christ" (1 Peter 1:13). 

 "Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown" (Rev 3:11). 

 "Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book" (Rev 22:7). 

 "He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus" (Rev 22:20). 

 “Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.  But know this, that if the master of the house had known 

in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into.  Therefore 

you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”  Matthew 24:42-44 

 “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”  Matthew 25:13 

 “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  Be on guard, keep 

awake.  For you do not know when the time will come.  It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in 

charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake.  Therefore stay awake – for you do not know when the master 

of the house will come, in the evening or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning – lest he come suddenly and find you 

asleep.  And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.”  Mark 13:32-37 

 “For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.” 1 Thessalonians 5:2 

  

 

"imminent:" "The quality or condition of being about to occur." 

Imminency, as it relates to Bible prophecy, simply means that the return of Jesus Christ for the Church can happen at any moment 
 
 

 
Philippians 3 

15  Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded:  
and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you.  

 
16  Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing.  
 
17  Brethren,  

be followers together of me,  
and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample.  

 
18    (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping,  

that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ:  
19     Whose end is destruction,  

whose God is their belly,  
and whose glory is in their shame,  
who mind earthly things.)  

 
20   For our conversation is in heaven;  

from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:  
21     Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,  

according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. 
 
 



 
BEING A GOOD EXAMPLE FOR OTHERS 

 
17  Brethren, be followers together of me, and … 
 

 Study the real thing, not the counterfeit  

 All men will imitate someone. Paul wants us to be imitators of those who are wholeheartedly devoted to Christ. 
o 1 Thessalonians 1:6 
o 1 Timothy 4:12 
o Ephesians 5:1 
o 1 Peter 5:3 
o “The most helpful source for spiritual growth for me, apart from studying the Bible, has been reading the biographies of men of 

God.” 
o “Mimic” / “Mime” – without use of words  

 Teachers based their whole educational procedure on imitation, as students imitated the behavior of teachers. 

 “Be” – present tense imperative  
 

… mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample. 
 

 Scope them out 

 Ensample – pattern   

 Follow the right example / Be the right example  

 Pr 27:17 Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend. 
 

18   (For many walk , of whom I have told you often… 
 

 I have told you often – imperfect tense – “again and again” / “over and over”  
o 1 Corinthians 4:17 NKJV For this reason I have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved and faithful son in the Lord, who will 

remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach everywhere in every church. 
o 2 Timothy 1:6 NKJV Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 
o 2 Peter 1:12 NKJV For this reason I will not be negligent to remind you always of these things, though you know and are 

established in the present truth. 
 

… and now tell you even weeping ,  
 

o Klaio implies not only the shedding of tears, but also external expression of grief. 
o Wiersbe – “Paul is heartbroken over the way some professed Christians are living, people who “mind earthly things.” 

 
that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ:  
 

 a deep seated animosity or hatred which may be open or concealed or a "deep-rooted hatred." 
 James 4:4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever 

therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 
 How were they enemies to the cross? 

 a hindrance to the spread of the gospel 

 The cross speaks of the self-denial which a believer must be prepared to take on to follow Christ 
o Mk 8:34-35 
o Gal 6:14 

 
19    Whose end is destruction,  
 

 Stephen Cole – “…a warning to those who profess to be  Christians, but who really are living as citizens of this earth, living for 
self and pleasure, with no view to the coming of our Lord. I can think of nothing more tragic than to profess to be a Christian, 
to be involved in serving Christ, and to stand before Him one day and say, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and 
in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?” only to hear the horrifying words, “I never knew 
you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.” (Mt 7:22, 24-note). Make sure your citizenship is truly in heaven. Then 
live as a citizen of heaven, not as a citizen of this earth.” 

 

 Telos speaks of the "final curtain" 
 

whose God is their belly,  
 
 Gal 5:13 

 
 Jude 1:3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, 

and exhort [you] that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. 4 For there are 
certain men crept in unawares , who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our 
God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 5 I will therefore put you in remembrance , 
though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that 
believed not. 6 And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting 
chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. 

 
 They live only for the temporal pleasures of and their lives are enslaved to the gratification of the lusts of their flesh.   



 

 Romans 6:10-17 
 

 1 Corinthians 6:12; 10:23 
 

 Sensuality in food, drink, sex then as now mastered some men. These men posed as Christians and gloried in their shame. 
 

 That’s what a libertine is. They are the opposite of legalists. They believe in justification but they are not concerned about 
sanctification. 

 

 The highest good in life to these men is to satisfy self, to do what pleases self, in direct rebellion to the Word of God, the 
holiness of God and even the inner conviction of their own consciences. They are is guided only by that which satisfies and 
pleases self. 

 

 Steven Cole writes that... they live for selfish and sensual pleasures, rather than denying self in order to live for Christ. The 
Bible does not promote asceticism, the self-imposed denial of all pleasure as a means of purifying oneself and getting right 
with God. Rather, it teaches that God has richly supplied us with all things to enjoy (1Ti 6:17). But if we remove God from the 
center as the chief object of our joy and replace it with some earthly pleasure, we are guilty of idolatry. (Philippians 3:17-4:1) 

 

 a man’s god is that to which he gives himself and which thereby becomes the determining factor in his life 
 

 Kenneth Wuest - professed Christian Greeks of Epicurean tendencies 

 Epicurean - followers of Epicurus, a philosopher  
o Epicurus taught that life should be so lived as to secure the greatest amount of pleasure during its whole 

course 
o The aim and end of life for every man is his own happiness, and happiness is primarily defined as 

pleasure. 
o It is the starting-point of every choice 

 Hedonism is a school of thought that argues that pleasure is the only intrinsic good. 
o Hedonism is the idea that all people have the right to do everything in their power to achieve the 

greatest amount of pleasure possible to them. 
 

 swing away from legalism would land such a person into anti-nomianism, namely, lawlessness 
 

 Cyclops in Euripides who says, “My flocks which I sacrifice to no one but myself, and not to the gods, and to this my belly, the 
greatest of the gods: for to eat and drink each day, and to give one’s self no trouble, this is the god of wise men.” 

 
and whose glory is in their shame,  
 

 1 Corinthians 3:10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, 
and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. 11 For other foundation can no man 
lay than that is laid , which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 
hay, stubble; 13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and 
the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is . 14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive 
a reward. 15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss : but he himself shall be saved ; yet so as by fire. 16 Know ye 
not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall 
God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. 

 

 Phillips paraphrase – “their pride is in what they should be ashamed of” 
 

 21st century - Men boast in things that should cause shame 

 shame resulting from exposure of one’s weaknesses or sins 
 

 MacArthur – “This is the most extreme form of wickedness—when the sinner’s most wretched conduct before God is his 
highest point of self-exaltation.” 

 

 Is it the ‘reprobate mind’? (Romans 1:24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own 
hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and 
served the creature more than the Creator , who is blessed for ever. Amen. 26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile 
affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: 27 And likewise also the men, 
leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another ; men with men working that which is unseemly, 
and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet . 28 And even as they did not like to retain God in 
their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient ; 29 Being filled with 
all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; 
whisperers, 30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 
Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: 32 Who knowing the judgment 
of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do 
them.) 



 

 Thomas Boston – “He loves what he should hate, and hates what he should love; joys in what he ought to mourn for, and 
mourns for what he ought to rejoice in; glories in his shame, and is ashamed of his glory; abhors what he should desire, and 
desires what he should abhor. 

 
who mind earthly things.)  

 

 the whole action of the affections and will as well 

 Present Tense  (see 1 Jn 3:9)  
 

 Paul summarizes the root problem of the "Cross haters", explaining that their minds are fully set on the things of this earth 
 
20  For our conversation is in heaven;  

from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:  
21    Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,  

according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. 


