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Sign of a Spiritual Person: 

 Bible study    /    Prayer    /    Active at church  

 Care for the needs of others 
James 2 

15  If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food,  
16  And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; 

notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body;  
what doth it profit?  

17  Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.  
 
 

I. There is a Practical Side of Being Spiritual  

Philippians 4 
10  But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last  

your care of me hath flourished again; wherein ye were also careful,  
but ye lacked opportunity. 

 Paul in prison  

 Philippians – sent a care package to him  

 Paul thanks them for their care  

 Christians should care for the needs of others  

 

A. Bible does not encouragement  -  Laziness /  Christian welfare program  

2 Thess 3:10 … if any would not work, neither should he eat. 

1. Paul worked  (tent maker)     Support:  himself / others  

2. Ruth (Naomi)  Gleaning Wheat 

B. Yet - Christians Should Give and Care (genuine need)  
1 John 3 

16  Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us:  
and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  

17  But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need,  
and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him,  
how dwelleth the love of God in him?  

18  My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. 
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1. Motivation for Giving? God’s Gift to Us  

“because he laid down his life for us -  we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren” 
 
2 Corinthians 8:9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich,  
yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. 

2. Philippians – cared for Paul    

15  Now ye Philippians know also,  
that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia,  
no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only.  

16  For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity. 
 

3. Saints of Macedonia    

2 Corinthians 8:1 Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on 
the churches of Macedonia; 2 How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of 
their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. 3 For to their 
power, I bear record , yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves;  
4 Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the 
fellowship of the ministering to the saints. 5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first  
gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God. 

 Their graciousness – sign of God’s grace working IN / THROUGH  

 

4. Christians Today?  

1 Corinthians 16:1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to 
the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. 2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of  
you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him… 

a. All should give – in proportion to God’s blessings to them 

      Twin Oaks -  Deacon Benevolent Funds   (Acts 6) 

Love Offerings   /   Showers    /     Individual giving  

b. Spiritual Gift  

Romans 12:7 If your gift is that of serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, 
do a good job of teaching.  8 If your gift is to encourage others, do it! If you have money, 
share it generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility 
seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.  
9 Don't just pretend that you love others. Really love them. NLT  
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II. There is a Spiritual Side of Being Practical  

A. God takes note of how we care for others  

Hebrews 6:10 For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love,  
which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints,  
and do minister . 
 
Mark 9:41 … whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name,  
because ye belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward. 
 

B. God  will reward us accordingly: 

2 Corinthians 9:6 Remember this -- a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small 
crop. But the one who plants generously will get a generous crop. 7 You must each make 
up your own mind as to how much you should give. Don't give reluctantly or in response 
to pressure. For God loves the person who gives cheerfully. 8 And God will generously 
provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over 
to share with others. 9 As the Scriptures say, "Godly people give generously to the poor. 
Their good deeds will never be forgotten." 10 For God is the one who gives seed to the 
farmer and then bread to eat. In the same way, he will give you many opportunities to 
do good, and he will produce a great harvest of generosity in you. 11 Yes, you will be 
enriched so that you can give even more generously... NLT 
 

1. With the reward of - PROSPERITY   

6 … a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop.  
But the one who plants generously will get a generous crop. 

 
Philippians 4:19 

But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 

NLT - God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from his glorious riches, 
which have been given to us in Christ Jesus. 
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2. With the reward of - PRODUCTIVITY  

2 Corinthians 9 
10  For God is the one who gives seed to the farmer and then bread to eat.  

In the same way, he will give you many opportunities to do good,  
and he will produce a great harvest of generosity in you.  

11  Yes, you will be enriched so that you can give even more generously... 
 

Philippians 1 
9  And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more… 

11  Being filled with the fruits of righteousness,  
which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God. 
 

3. With the reward of - PRAISE  

2 Corinthians 9 
11 And when we take your gifts to those who need them,  

they will break out in thanksgiving to God.  
 

12  So two good things will happen –  

 the needs of the Christians in Jerusalem will be met,  

 and they will joyfully express their thanksgiving to God.  

13  You will be glorifying God through your generous gifts… NLT 

  
Philippians 1 

3  I thank my God upon every remembrance of you,  
4  Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy,  
5  For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now.. 
 

 

CONCLUSION -   Strive to Give Anonymously  

1. It allows God to be praised by the one who receives the gift  

2. It allows God to reward the one who gave  
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********* 

I. Paul Praised God for  Strengthening Us When In Need  

 

A. I Have Learned to Be Content  

Philippians 4 

10  But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath 

flourished again;  

wherein ye were also careful,  

but ye lacked opportunity.  

11  Not that I speak in respect of want:  

for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am , therewith to be content.  

12   I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound:  

everywhere and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be 

hungry , both to abound and to suffer need. 

 

1. Paul is not saying – “I enjoy being in need”  

2. Pau is saying –   

a. External circumstances do not control me  

b. ‘Content’:  

i. Dictionary.com: A feeling of satisfaction    

ii. Strongs:   A state of sufficiency that is independent of 

external circumstances 

1. I know how to be satisfied  – if I am at the bottom 

a. “to be hungry” vs. 12 

b. “to suffer need” vs. 12 

2. I know how to be satisfied  – if I am at the top  

Revelation 3 
17  Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods , and have need of 
nothing;  

and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked: 
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a. Rich fool (Luke 12) 

Luke 12 
15 Take heed, and beware of covetousness:  

for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he 
possesseth.  

 
21  So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God. 
 

b. Beware of becoming INDEPENDENT of God  

B. Is because – “I Have Been Instructed” as to where to find my strength 

1. “Instructed” –  

a) Initiate into the mysteries  

b) I have been taught the deeper truths 

2. Passive Voice –  

a) Something that has happened to Paul  

b) i.e – God has taught Paul the secret of spiritual contentment  

c) How?  

12   I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound:  

everywhere and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be 

hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 

 

(1) Paul faced a lot of opposition to his ministry  

(a) Physical opposition – beatings, imprisonment, etc 

(b) Spiritual opposition (Ephesians 6)  

(i) “He’s not a real apostle. He doesn’t speak 

for God.”  

(ii) “He’s full of hot air.”   

(c) Temptation – fight back / do something to exalt 

self  
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2 Corinthians 12 
6  For though I would desire to glory , I shall not be a fool; for I will say the truth:  

but now I forbear, lest any man should think of me above that which he seeth me 
to be, or that he heareth of me.  
7  And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the 
revelations,  

there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, 
lest I should be exalted above measure.  
 
8  For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.  
9  And he said unto me,  

My grace is sufficient for thee:  
for my strength is made perfect in weakness.  
 

Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me.  

10  Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in 
persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake:  

for when I am weak , then am I strong. 
 

C. I Can Do All Things Through Christ Which Strengtheneth Me  

13   I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.  

 

1. NOT – 

a) “I can do whatever I dream up” 

b) “I can do whatever I want to do” 

2. BUT –  

a) “I can accomplish anything that is according to God’s will” 

b) “By living through: 

(1) The strength God will give me   (GRACE) 

(2) And not my own strength   
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**************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D. Note – 

1. He does not say that he does not have needs   (prison) 

Philippians 4 

10  But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath flourished again…  

 

18 … I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you,  

 

2 Timothy 4 

13 The cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest , bring with thee,  

and the books, but especially the parchments. 

 

21  Do thy diligence to come before winter… 

 

2. But he does say that he does not have ‘wants’ 

11  Not that I speak in respect of want..  

 

E. How Could Paul Be In Need But Not Be In Want? 

1. The Care He Had Received From the Philippians  

18    But I have all, and abound:  

I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you,  

an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God.  

 

2. The Confidence He Had in Christ   

11  Not that I speak in respect of want:  

for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.  

12   I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound:  

every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry,  

both to abound and to suffer need. 

13   I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 

 

 

a) I have learned to be content regardless of my circumstances  
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Sometimes prosperity can be more dangerous than poverty  

 Rev 3:17 – “Because thou sayest , I am rich, and increased with goods , and have need of nothing; and knowest not 

that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 

 ‘Learned’ (vs 11) – to increase in knowledge  

 ‘Instructed’ (vs 12) -  initiate into the mysteries (been taught the deeper truths)  

 Through trial and testing, Paul was "initiated" into the wonderful secret of contentment in spite of poverty or 

prosperity. 

o I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me 

o ‘All things’ –  

 This verse is not a blank check. It's not as if Paul is saying, "I can do anything I can dream up." 

 I can to all things that are in the context of the will of Christ for your life 

 Whatever Christ has for you to do, He will supply the power 
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o Power of Christ within him that gave him spiritual contentment  

 Great trees have a massive root system – draw in nutrients 

 Unless we learn to draw up the deep resources of our faith – unstable during uncertain times  

 Paul learned to live his life through the power of Christ (2 Cor 12)  

 Jn 15 – Christ is the vine / we are the branches – must abide  

 People sometimes say that God will not give us more than we can bear 

 That is not correct 

 God will give us more than we can bear by ourselves so that we will need Him 

 Paul did not say – I can do all things by myself  

 He said – I can do all things through Christ… 

 his sufficiency was solely in his Savior 

 In all things I continue to be strong by the One Who infuses the power into me 

  

 


