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#2   Christians Who Seem to Flourish. TOBC 4.13 

 Why is it? 

o Some Christians – seem to flourish  

o Others seem to -  Flounder 

 Spiritually  

 Not monetarily  

o God shoe ‘Favoritism?’ 

Philippians 1 
9  And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more  

in knowledge and in all judgment;  
10  That ye may approve things that are excellent;  

that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ;  
11  Being filled with the fruits of righteousness,  

which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God. 
 

 

I. PAUL THANKED GOD FOR THE PHILIPPIANS  

1  Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ,  
to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi,  
with the bishops and deacons:  

2  Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
3  I thank my God upon every remembrance of you,  
 
4  Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy,  
 
5  For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now;  
 

A. Paul’s Confinement    

1. 2 to 3 years 

2. If - arresting people – Christian- find enough evidence to convict me? 

3. Paul’s Imprisonment: 

a) Not pleasant 

b) Profitable – Prison Epistles (Eph / Php / Col / Philemon)  
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B. Paul’s Comfort  

3  I thank my God upon every remembrance of you,  
4  Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy,  
 

1. THANKFUL - GOD WAS USING THEM   

5   For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now;  
 

 Fellowship –  joint participation   ( 2 fellows in a ship ) 

a) Physical fellowship     

(1) Friendships:     Lydia / Jailer / Demon possessed girl 

(2) Finances:   sent support (time and time again)  

b) Spiritual fellowship  

7  Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all,  
because I have you:  in my heart;      
inasmuch as both: in my bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel,  
ye all are partakers of my grace.  

 

“You have no idea of how much I love you  

and how much God is using you to help strengthen me.” 

 

1. THANKFUL - GOD WOULD CONTINUE TO USE THEM  

6  Being confident of this very thing,  

 that he which hath begun a good work in you  

 will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:  
 

a) God had begun the good work in them 

(1) Saving grace  Eph 2:8-9 

(2) Serving grace Eph 2:10 

Philippians 2 
13  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 
                   

b) God would continue the good work  

6  Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you  
will perform it - until the day of Jesus Christ:     
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II. PAUL PRAYED TO GOD FOR THE PHILIPPIANS  

9  And this I pray -  that your love may abound yet more and more … 
 

A. ABUNDANT LOVE  

1. WHAT ABUNDANT LOVE IS NOT 

a) Not – ‘All you need is love’  

b) Not -  ‘loving everything’   
(unconditional love vs. unconditional acceptance) 

 

2. WHAT ABUNDANT LOVE IS  
9  And this I pray,  

that your love may abound yet more and more  
in knowledge and in all judgment;  
 

a) Love With Knowledge       (Perfect / Complete)  

Ephesians 5:17 
Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. 

 

b) Love With Godly Discernment        ‘Judgment’ 

9  And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more  
in knowledge and in all judgment; 

10   That ye may approve things that are excellent;      
 

(1) Discernment  -  

(a) Ability to judge and approve – what really matters 

1 Corinthians 6 
12  All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient:  Beneficial 

all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any. 
 

(b) Ability to discern –  
(i) Between good and bad 

(ii) Between good and BEST   (Excellent / superior)  

c) Love That Bears Righteous Fruit 
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B. ABOUND IN FRUITFULNESS  

9  And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more 
in knowledge and in all judgment;   

10  That ye may approve things that are excellent; 
that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ;  

11  Being filled with the fruits of righteousness,  
which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God. 

 

Fruitfulness produce a four-fold blessing: 

 

1. IT BLESSED PAUL   (met his needs / encouraged him)  

2. IT BLESSED THEM 

o “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”  (Acts 20:35)   

o Rewards / crowns / praise in heaven     (cup of cold water)  

3. IT BLESSED CHRIST  

11  Being filled with the fruits of righteousness,  
which are by Jesus Christ… 

a) Rev 4 – casting crowns before His throne 

b) What will Christ do with the crowns / praise? 

4. IT BLESSED GOD THE FATHER  

… unto the glory and praise of God. 

“…when he has conquered all things, the Son will present himself to God,  
so that God, who gave his Son authority over all things,  
will be utterly supreme over everything everywhere.” (1 Cor 15:28 NLT) 

 

Paul saw great potential – Philippians - Abound! 

* * * 

 “Expect great things from God, attempt great things for God.” 

William Carey 

 


