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#2 “Blessed Are Those Who Need God”  

I. The Preaching of Jesus  
Matthew 5 

1  And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain:  
and when he was set, his disciples came unto him:  

2  And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,  
3   Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
4   Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.   
5   Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.  
6   Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness:  

for they shall be filled.  
7   Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.  
8   Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.  
9   Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. 
10   Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake:  

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

A. The Astonishment at His Preaching  

1. Drawing large crowds     Miracles 

2. Preaching / Teaching   
Matthew 7 

28  And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings,  
the people were astonished at his doctrine:   (blown away!)  

29  For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 

B. The Authority of His Preaching 

Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors through the prophets.  
But now in these final days, he has spoken to us through his Son. (Hebrews 1:1-2 NLT) 

 

Matthew 7:24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them,  
I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:  
25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon 
that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.   
 
26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not,  
shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand:  
27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew,  
and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it. 
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II. The Promises of Jesus  

3  Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
4  Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.   
5  Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.  

A. The Meaning of Being Blessed 

1. ‘Beatitude’    (Latin / blessing) 

2. ‘Happy!’  Jn 13 – “Happy are ye if ye obey”  (Gratification)  

 However  -   Blessed are they that mourn   

3. Inner sense of peace and well-being  (satisfaction of the soul)  

4. BKC – “Fortunate”  

Mt 24: 46     Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.  
47  Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all his goods. 
 

B. The Means of Being Blessed 

1. Poor in spirit  

a) Not-  spiritually immature  

b) Not - poor of this world   (Rich man / Lazarus – symbols)  

c) But-  God blesses those who realize their need for God 

2. The Poor   (2 words)  

a) Someone who lives from hand to mouth   

b) Someone who is a beggar  (desperate for help / utterly hopeless)  

 
 “Blessed are those who realize their spiritual insufficiency  

and are not ashamed to beg God for His mercy.  

* * * * * * 

To them God will open up the kingdom heaven.” 
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III. The Poverty of Jesus  

3  Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
 
2 Cor 8:9  For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor,  
that ye through his poverty might be rich . 

 

A. Blessed Are Those in Poverty   

“Blessed are those who realize their need for Him, 
For the Kingdom of Heaven is given to them.”  

(Matthew 5:3 NLT)   
 

B. Why Does Spiritual Poverty – Produce a Blessing? 

1. Produces -  Repentance  

Matthew 4 
17  From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say,  

Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
 

a) What is repentance? 

(1) Change of mind 

(2) “A deep, heartfelt, sincere and radical change  
    in a person’s thinking and way of life.”    1 

b) Why is repentance necessary?  

Luke 18 CSB 
9  He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves  

that they were righteous and looked down on everyone else:  
10   "Two men went up to the temple complex to pray,  

one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  
11   The Pharisee took his stand and was praying like this:  

'God, I thank You that I'm not like other people -greedy, unrighteous, 
adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  

12    I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of everything I get.'  

“I”    Self  

                                    
1 www.ccg.org The Beatitudes, Part One:The Sermon on the Mount by John W. Ritenbaugh 
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“They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: 
I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” (Mark 2:17) 

13 And the publican,  
standing afar off,  
would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven,  
but smote upon his breast, saying,  
God be merciful to me a sinner. 

 
14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other… 

… for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased;  
and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 
 

2. Produces -Dependence  
Matthew 5 

3  Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
4  Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.  
5  Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.  
  Blessed are they which do hunger / thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. 

 
Blessed are those – who need God more than they need the things of this world 

 
“To be poor in spirit is to realize that 

I have nothing, am nothing, and can do nothing,  
and have need of all things.”         

A.W. Pink, The Beatitudes 
 
 

1 Peter 5 
5  …God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.  
6  Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God,  

that he may exalt you in due time: 


