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Philippians 1 

12  But I would ye should understand, brethren,  

 that the things which happened unto me  

 have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel;  
 

I. The Things Which Have Happened Unto Me 

 How did he get there? 

 What did his imprisonment mean? 

A. The Binding With the Girdle   
Acts 21 

10  And as we tarried there many days, there came down from Judaea  
a certain prophet, named Agabus.  

11  And when he was come unto us, he took Paul's girdle,  
and bound his own hands and feet, and said ,  

Thus saith the Holy Ghost,  
So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle,  
and shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.  

12  And when we heard these things, both we, and they of that place,  
besought him not to go up to Jerusalem. 

13  Then Paul answered,  
What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart?  
For I am ready  

not to be bound only,   
but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.. 

 
1. Paul was -  Chosen by God  

Acts 9 
15   But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me,  
  to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 
16    For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. 
 

2. Paul was -  Consecrated to  God  
Acts 19 

21  When these things were accomplished, Paul purposed in the Spirit, 
  (when he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia,) 
 to go to Jerusalem, saying, "After I have been there, I must also see Rome." 
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B. The Binding by the Jews   

Acts 21 
27  And when the seven days were almost ended  

the Jews which were of Asia, when they saw him in the temple,  
stirred up all the people, and laid hands on him,  

28  Crying out,  
Men of Israel, help:  
This is the man, that teacheth all men everywhere against the people,  
and the law, and this place: and further brought Greeks also into the temple, and hath 
polluted this holy place.  

29   (For they had seen before with him in the city Trophimus an Ephesian,  
whom they supposed that Paul had brought into the temple.)  

30  And all the city was moved, and the people ran together:  
and they took Paul, and drew him out of the temple:  
and forthwith the doors were shut.  

31  And as they went about to kill him… 

C. The Binding by the Gentiles    

Acts 21 
31  And as they went about to kill him… 

…tidings came unto the chief captain of the band,  
that all Jerusalem was in an uproar. 

32  Who immediately took soldiers and centurions, and ran down unto them:  
and when they saw the chief captain and the soldiers, they left beating of Paul.  

33  Then the chief captain came near, and took him,  
and commanded him to be bound with two chains;  
and demanded who he was , and what he had done . 
 

1. Scourge Paul  
Acts 22 

24  The chief captain commanded him to be brought into the castle,  
and bade that he should be examined by scourging;  
that he might know wherefore they cried so against him.  

25  And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said unto the centurion that stood by,  
Is it lawful for you to scourge a man that is a Roman, and uncondemned? 

 

2. Plot – kill Paul   (40 men – not eat/drink – until kill Paul) 

3. Taken to Caesarea – Felix the governor  / Festus (Agrippa) 
Acts 25 

9  But Festus, willing to do the Jews a pleasure, answered Paul, and said,  
Wilt thou go up to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these things before me? 

10  Then said Paul,  
I stand at Caesar's judgment seat, where I ought to be judged:  
to the Jews have I done no wrong , as thou very well knowest .  
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11   For if I be an offender, or have committed any thing worthy of death,  
I refuse not to die: but if there be none of these things whereof these accuse me, no man 
may deliver me unto them. I appeal unto Caesar.  

12  Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, answered,  
Hast thou appealed unto Caesar? unto Caesar shalt thou go . 
 
4. Taken to Rome 

Acts 28 
16  And when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners  

to the captain of the guard: but Paul was suffered to dwell by himself  
with a soldier that kept him. 
 

D. The Binding by the Holy Spirit    

Acts 20 
22  And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem,  

not knowing the things that shall befall me there:  
23  Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city,  

saying that bonds and afflictions abide me.  
24  But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself,  

so that I might finish my course with joy,  
and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus,  
to testify the gospel of the grace of God. 

Acts 19 
21  When these things were accomplished, Paul purposed in the Spirit, 
 (when he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia,) 
 to go to Jerusalem, saying, "After I have been there, I must also see Rome." 

 
1. NIV - compelled by the Spirit   

2. NAS - bound by the Spirit 

3. His spirit was under the control of the Holy Spirit  

 

II. Have Fallen Out Rather Unto the Furtherance of the Gospel  
Philippians 1 

12  But I would ye should understand, brethren,  
that the things which happened unto me  
have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel;  

 
 Joseph – ‘What ye meant for evil, God meant for good’ 

Acts 28 
30  And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house,  

and received all that came in unto him,  
31  Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things  

which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him. 
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A. How God was Using Paul’s Circumstances to Further the Gospel - Sunday 

B. Why God was Using Paul’s Circumstances to Further the Gospel  

o Sunday – “How God Was Using Paul / Circumstances” 

1. Paul was in prison  (another 2 or 3 years)  

2. But he wasn’t complaining  - I rejoice!  

a) Php 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice . 

b) “Rejoice” -12 times in Philippians      “Joy”’ – 6 times 

3. Why? 

Wiersbe  
“He did not complain about his chains; 

Instead he consecrated them to God and asked God to use them…” 
 

Acts 21 
11  And when he was come unto us, he took Paul's girdle,  

and bound his own hands and feet, and said ,  
Thus saith the Holy Ghost,  
So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle,  
and shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.  

12  And when we heard these things,  
both we, and they of that place, besought him not to go up to Jerusalem.  

13  Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart?  
For I am ready not to be bound only,  
but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.  

 

CONCLUSION 

1) Most of us – never be sent to prison for the Gospel  

2) Many of us – find ourselves – difficult circumstances  

3) How will we view them?      

a. Obstacles to our happiness? 

b. Opportunities to be used by God? 

1 Peter 3 
5  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts:  

and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you  
a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 


