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#5 Stand Fast in One Spirit  
4.24.13 / Pastor Terry Covey 

Philippians 1 
21  For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  
22  But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not.  
23  For I am in a strait betwixt two,  

having a desire to depart , and to be with Christ; which is far better:  
24   Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you.  
25  And having this confidence, I know that I shall abide and continue with you all  

for your furtherance and joy of faith;  
26  That your rejoicing may be more abundant  

in Jesus Christ for me by my coming to you again.  
27  Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ:  

that whether I come and see you, or else be absent,  
I may hear of your affairs,  

that ye stand fast in one spirit,  
with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;  

28    And in nothing terrified by your adversaries:  
which is to them an evident token of perdition,  
but to you of salvation, and that of God.  

29      For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ,  
not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake;  

30      Having the same conflict which ye saw in me,  
and now hear to be in me. 

 
I. Paul’s Anticipated Release  

II. Paul’s Words of Admonition  
27  Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ:  

that whether I come and see you, or else be absent,  
I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit,  
with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; 

A. ‘Conversation’ – citizenship 

1. Earthly – Rome / Philippi  (very proud of Roman citizenship)  

2. Heavenly Citizenship  
Philippians 3 

20  For our conversation is in heaven;    CITIZENSHIP  
from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 
 
B. Characterize a Citizen of Christ’s Kingdom? 

1. Love, compassion, purity, humility  

2.  Patriotism -   United and Loyal  
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Philippians 2 
14  Do all things without murmurings and disputings:  
15   That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God,  

without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,  
among whom ye shine as lights in the world;  

 
a) United With Fellow Citizens  

14  Do all things without murmurings and disputings:  
15   That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God,  

without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,  
among whom ye shine as lights in the world;  

 
Ephesians 4 

1  I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord,  
beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,  

2  With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;  
3   Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  
4  There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;  
5  One Lord, one faith, one baptism,  
6  One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 
 
Mark 3:24 … a kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 

b) Loyal to the Cause    (next week)  
Philippians 2 

16  Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ,  
that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain. 

 
Philippians 1 

27  Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ:  
that whether I come and see you, or else be absent,  
I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit,     UNITED 
with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;  LOYAL TO THE CAUSE 

C. Satan’s Attack 

1. Satan’s Plot - Tear Down a Strong / Thriving Church? 

a) Pride  /  Selfishness / False doctrine  

2. Satan’s Plot Against the Philippians  

a) Satan’s Plot  

(1) Produce -  Pride & Division Among the Believers 

(2) False doctrine (legalism) Next week  (Php 3)  
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b) Satan’s Progress  

(1) Two Prominent Members  
Philippians 4 

2  I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche,  
that they be of the same mind - in the Lord. 
 
 Klopper – Rival women –  Each hosted a house church 

 One- Jewish-Christian church / Other - Gentile-Christian church 

 Issue - is faith alone enough to save us? (Need the Law also?) 

(2) The Assembly as a Whole 
Philippians 2 

3  Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory;  
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 

(a) Strife – contention  

(i) CSB – rivalry /  NKJV - selfish ambition 

(ii) Strong’s – politicking for position  
James 3 

14   But if ye have bitter envying and strife <2052> in your hearts,  
glory not, and lie not against the truth. 

15   This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. 
16   For where envying and strife <2052> is, there is confusion and every evil work. 

(b) Vainglory –  empty pride 

i.e. – POWERSTRUGGLE @PHILIPPI 

D. Paul’s Admonition  
27  Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ:  

that whether I come and see you, or else be absent,  
I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit,  
with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;  

 
a) Stand fast - united spirit   

(vs. standing divided in a selfish spirit)  

b) Strive together - one faith of the gospel     

(vs. striving against each other – personal agendas) 

 


