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Stand Firm for the Gospel 
05.01.13 / Pastor Terry Covey  

 

I. Paul’s Anticipated Release and Return  
Philippians 1 

23  For I am in a strait betwixt two,  
having a desire to depart , and to be with Christ; which is far better:  

24  Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you.  
25  And having this confidence, I know that I shall abide and continue with you all  

for your furtherance and joy of faith;  
26  That your rejoicing may be more abundant  

in Jesus Christ for me by my coming to you again.  
 

II. Paul’s Words of Admonition  
27  Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ:  

that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs,  

 that ye stand fast in one spirit,  

 with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; 
 

A. ‘Conversation’ -    

1. Conduct / Citizenship 

2. Live as good citizens of Christ’s kingdom  

 

B. Character of a Kingdom Citizen  

1. Stand Together in One Spirit 

a) Satan’s Attack -    

Mt 12:25 …every city or house divided against itself shall not stand… 
 

(1) Divide and Conquer    

(2) Weapon – ‘Selfishness and Self-centeredness’ 
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b) Paul’s Admonition  

27 … stand fast in one spirit… 

 One spirit - Persevere, persist, press for Christ  

 Support each other - in the cause of Christ  

28   And in nothing terrified by your adversaries:  
which is to them an - evident token of perdition,    (destruction)  
but to you - of salvation, and that of God. 

 
29    For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ,  

not only to believe on him,  
but also to suffer for his sake; 

30    Having the same conflict 
which ye saw in me, / and now hear to be in me. 

 

(1) Suffering for Christ   

Matthew 5:10-12 
Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye , when men shall revile you, 
and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake . 

Rejoice, and be exceeding glad : for great is your reward in heaven:  
for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 

 
(a) Suffering  

(i) Sickness, sadness, or sorrow 

(ii) Comfort of Christ   

(b) Suffering - cause of Christ  

(i) Because you are a Christian 

(ii) Because you take a stand for ‘righteousness’ 
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(2) Philippians Suffering 

28   And in nothing terrified by your adversaries:  

(a) Who and Why? 

(b) People who opposed the gospel  

(i) ‘Atheists’? 

(ii) ‘Legalists’  

Philippians 3 
1  Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord.  

To write the same things to you,  
to me indeed is not grievous,  
but for you it is safe.  

2  Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers,  
beware of the concision.    (Mutilators of the flesh)  
 

Colossians 2 ESV 
20  If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the world,  
 why, as if you were still alive in the world, do you submit to regulations— 
21 "Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not touch"  
22  (referring to things that all perish as they are used)— 
 according to human precepts and teachings?  
23  These have indeed an appearance of wisdom in promoting self-made 

religion and asceticism and severity to the body,  
 but they are of no value in stopping the indulgence of the flesh. 
 

(a) “Ye must be circumcised to be saved” 

(b) “Ye must obey Law of Moses” 

(c) “Ye must become a Jew – be a Christian”  

(d) “Ye must do something worthy…” 

John 3:7 … Ye must be born again 
3   For we are the circumcision,  

which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus,  
and have no confidence in the flesh. 

 



4 
 

(3) Philippians Firm Standing  

27  Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ:  
that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs,  

 that ye stand fast in one spirit,  

 with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;  
28  And in nothing terrified by your adversaries:  

which is to them an evident token of perdition,  
but to you of salvation, and that of God. 
 

We are the true people of God who – 
We are the true people of God who - 
 

(i) Worship God  

(a) In spirit and in truth  

(b) Not – legalism and religion  

(ii) Rejoice in Christ  - not ourselves 

(iii) Put no confidence in our flesh   
But all our confidence in is Christ 

 
B. Stand Firm For the Gospel 

27  Let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ:  
that whether I come and see you, or else be absent,  
I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit,  
with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;  

“Stand up, stand up for Jesus – ye soldiers of the cross”  


