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Sometimes struggle   

 Proud / Selfish Spirit?   Harshness / Judgmental Spirit? 

 More the normal than the abnormal 

 Why?    What can we do to find victory? 

I. Why Are We Sometimes Proud and Selfish? 

A. Where Does Pride and Selfishness Come From? 
Ezekiel 28 

12  Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him,  
Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum,  
full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.  

13  Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering,  
the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper,  
the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy  
tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created.   

14  Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so:  
thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down  
in the midst of the stones of fire.  

15  Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created,  
till iniquity was found in thee.  

16  By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee  
with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane 
 out of the mountain of God:  
and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.  

17  Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom  
by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground,  
I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee. 
 

1. The Pride of a Human King  

a) Tyre and Sidon    North of Israel / Mediterranean Sea  

b) Wealthy –   purple dye / cedars of Lebanon  (craftsmen)  

2. The Pride of a Spiritual King  

14 Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth…    (vs 16 – covering cherub)  

17  Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty,  
thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness…  
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Lucifer    [Shining One  / Brightness]  
Isaiah 14 

12  How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!  
How art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!  

13  For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne 
above the stars of God: 
I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation,  
in the sides of the north:  

14  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. 

B. Corruption of Man  

1. Adam  /  Eve  “You be like God!” 

2. Saul  /  David  “Saul hath slain his thousands / David his ten thousands”   

3. Disciples   -   “Strife among them - which of them - the greatest” 

C. God’s Warning Against Those Who Are Proud and Selfish  

 Pr 16:18    Pride goeth before destruction,  
and an haughty spirit before a fall. 

 1 Peter 5:5     …God resisteth the proud,  
and giveth grace to the humble. 

        … subject one to another, and be clothed with humility… 

II. How Do We Overcome a Proud and Selfish Spirit?   

A. Always Keep in Mind the Love of God   

1  If there be [since there is] therefore any consolation in Christ,  
if any comfort of love, [reassurance] if any fellowship of the Spirit,  
if any bowels and mercies,  

2  Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, (Christ) 
 being of one accord, of one mind.  

3  Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory;  
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.  

4  Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.  

1. ‘Strive’ –   Argumentative spirit -  quarrelsome   (esp. over position)  

2. ‘Vainglory’ –   Being prideful - no reason to be prideful   (false glory) 

3. Don’t just think about self – think also about others  
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B. Always Keep in Mind the Lowliness of Christ  

5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  
6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  
7  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant,  

and was made in the likeness of men:  
8  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself,  

and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  
 

Ancient hymn - "Carmen Christi"  (the Hymn of Christ) 

 Perhaps not original to Paul – early church hymn 

 Used by the early Christian church - (Teach / Magnify Christ!)  
 

a) Stanza 1 -     Christ’s Glorification 

6  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  

(1) Who is Jesus?   -   

(a) Jehovah’s Witnesses – Michael the Archangel  

(b) Mormons – Spirit child of God / brother- Lucifer  

(c) Many – Model of love and compassion 

(2) Who does Scripture say that He is? 

6  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:   

 

(a) Being in the Form of God –      

(i) “In very nature God” 

(ii) ‘Being’ – state of continuous being  

Jn 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
                       [continuous existence] 

Jn 8:58 Before Abraham WAS [began] – I AM  [timeless existence]  

 

(b) Equal with God (Father / Spirit)  



4 
 

b) Stanza 2 -     Christ’s Humiliation  

6  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  
7  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant,  

(1) Thought it not robbery  - to be equal with God 

 He didn’t cling to His right to be glorified   

(2) But instead – Made Himself of No Reputation  

(a) Literally – “He emptied Himself” 

(b) He laid aside His heavenly glory  

(3) Took upon Himself the form of a servant  

… and was made in the likeness of men:  
8  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself,  

and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  

(a) Christ chose  

(i) To lay aside His glory – to become a servant 

(ii) God humbled Himself – became a man 

 

c) Stanza 3 -     Christ’s Exaltation  

9  Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him,  
and given him a name which is above every name:  

10  That at the name of Jesus  
every knee should bow,  
of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;  

11  And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father. 

 

(1) Name – “Jesus”  (Jehovah is salvation)  

(2) Many names: Wonderful counselor, Prince of Peace  

(3) Exalted position over all P 
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CONCLUSION  Washing of the Disciples’ Feet  

John 13 
3  Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands,  

and that he was come from God, and went to God;  
 
4  He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments;  

and took a towel, and girded himself.  
5  After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, 

and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded. 
 
13  Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am .  
14  If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet;  

ye also ought to wash one another's feet.  
15  For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.  
16  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord;  

neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.  
17  If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. 
 

1) Washing Feet – Beautiful act of worship 

a. More than a periodic event 

b. Lifestyle  -  Mindset 

c. LIVING WITH THE MIND OF CHRIST  

2) God’s Servant – Exalted at His Right Hand  

3) God’s Servants – will be exalted one day as well    

4) Blessed are the meek – for they shall inherit the earth  


