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#8 Work Out What God Is Working In 
Pastor Terry Covey / 05/08/13 

Philippians 2 
12  Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed   

not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence,  
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.  

13  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.  
 

14  Do all things without murmurings and disputings:    
15  That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke,  

in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,  
among whom ye shine as lights in the world;  

16  Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ,  
that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain.  

17  Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith,  
I joy, and rejoice with you all.  

18  For the same cause also do ye joy, and rejoice with me. 
 

 God has saved us to serve Him 

 Yet He does not expect us to do it in – our own strength  

 God is working IN / THROUGH us – enabling us to know / do His will  

 

I. What Does It Mean to ‘Work Out’ Your Salvation?  

A. Not - work ‘for’ your salvation  

Ephesians 2 
8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:  

it is the gift of God:  
9   Not of works, lest any man should boast   
 

Gal 2:16 For by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified 
 

B. But – work ‘out’ your salvation  (work out what God is working in)  

10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works,  
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

Salvation – Practical day to day living  
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II. Why Should We Work Out Our Salvation? 

A. Because God is Energizing Us  

1. The Work is - OF God  

13  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.  

a) God began the work  
Philippians 1 

6  Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you … 
 

b) God continues the work  

…will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: 

c) God is able to do more than we can imagine  

Ephesians 3 
16  That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory,  

to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man… 
 

20  Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power <1411> that worketh <1754> in us, 
 

2. The Work is - FOR God  

13  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.  

John 15 
8  Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 

 
3. Does This Mean That We Can Sit Back and Do Nothing? 

Philippians 2 
12  Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed   

not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence,  
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.  

13  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.  
 

a) God Energizes Us To Do His Will  

(1) ‘Worketh’ – Energize / energy  (God’s operative power)  

(2) God’s power working in us - Grace  (1 Cor 15:10)  
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(3) God Gives us the Ability: 

(a) Ability to know His will  

Romans 12 
2  And be not conformed to this world:  

but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind,  
that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

(i) ‘To prove’ – to test / examine / recognize 

(ii) Spirit teaches us      (1 Cor 2:13) 

(iii) ‘Working out’ – Spiritual growth / maturity  

(b) Ability to desire His will  

(i) Spiritual transformation –  

(a) Renewing of mind 

(b) ‘Mind of Christ’  (1 Cor 2:16)  

(ii) ‘Working out’ – transformed mindset   

(c) Ability to do His will   

(i) ‘Spiritual gift’  

(ii) “Gift of grace”  

(iii) Working Out – Spiritual productivity  

 

b) But We Must Choose to be Obedient to Godm  

Philippians 2 
12  Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed   

not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence,  
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.  
 

Romans 12 
1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,  

that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,  
which is your reasonable service.  
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(1) Obedience from the Heart  

Colossians 3 
22 Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh;  

not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God: 

(2) Obedience with a Holy Reverence  

Philippians 2 
12  Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed   

not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence,  
work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.  

(a) Not a Fear:  

(i) That We Will Lose Our Salvation   

(ii) That God is Going to Zap Us  

(b) But With a Holy Reverence: 

(i) That We Have the Privilege to Do His Will  

(ii) That We Might Somehow Fail to Do His Will 

Colossians 1 
29  Whereunto I also labour, striving -according to his working,  

which worketh in me mightily . 

(c) Taking our Christian Stewardship seriously  

(d) “Are we working out our salvation  
or are we on a spiritual vacation?” 

Because God is Energizing Us  

B. Because the World is Examining Us   

14  Do all things without murmurings and disputings:    
15   That ye may be blameless        

and harmless,         
the sons of God, without rebuke,     

in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,  
among whom ye shine as lights in the world;  
 

1. God’s lights in a darkened world 

2. God’s ambassadors to a world that needs to be reconciled (2 Co5 5:20) 


