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Intro –  The Value of Good Role Models  

I. At least 75% of what I know how to do in the ministry – I learned by observation  

II. Role Models in Paul’s Letter to the Philippians? 

A. Jesus Christ   

B. Apostle Paul  

C. Timothy and Epaphroditus  

I. Paul – An Example of How to Serve Without Complaining   

14  Do all things without murmurings and disputings:  
15   That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God,  

without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,  
among whom ye shine as lights in the world;  

16   Holding forth the word of life;  
that I may rejoice in the day of Christ,  
that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain. 

 
A. Serve the Lord With Gladness   (Not madness)  

Psalm 100:2 Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing. 

B. God’s Servants Who Are Our Examples:  

1. The example of Christ   

a) Though He was God  

b) He willingly died to self so that He might die for sinners  

2. The example of Paul  

a) Maintained a positive outlook -  even in difficulty circumstances 

b) Rather than complaining about my circumstances - I rejoice     
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17  Yea, and if I be offered  upon the sacrifice and service  of your faith,  
I joy, and rejoice with you all.  

18  For the same cause also do ye joy, and rejoice with me. 

(1) I rejoice that I can offer my life for Christ  

(a) ‘Offered’ -  (Poured out like a drink offering – Literal)    

(b) ‘Sacrifice’  – burnt sacrifice that is consumed on the altar   

(2) I rejoice that I can serve Him  

(a) ‘Service’  – priestly service     

Romans 12  
1   I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies  

a living sacrifice <2378>, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
 
 

I. Paul – An Example of How to Serve Without Complaining   

II. Timothy – An Example of How to Serve With Faithfulness   

1 Corinthians 4 
1  Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.  
2  Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful. 
 

A. Some Are Not Faithful – Because They Are Hirelings  

John 10 
12  But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd,  

whose own the sheep are not,  
seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth:  
and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep.  

13   The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep.  
14  I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.  
15  As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
 

B. Timothy Was Faithful Because He was a Proven Shepherd  

Philippians 2 
19  But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus shortly unto you,  

that I also may be of good comfort , when I know your state.  
20   For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your state.  
21   For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's.  
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22   But ye know the proof of him,  
that, as a son with the father, he hath served with me in the gospel.  

23  Him therefore I hope to send presently, so soon as I shall see how it will go with me.  
24  But I trust in the Lord that I also myself shall come shortly.  

 
1. ‘Proof’ – tested / tempered / trusted to be reliable 

2. Timothy was proven to be: 

a) Loyal to His Sheep  

20   For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your state.  
 

b) Loyal to His Shepherd  

22   But ye know the proof of him,  
that, as a son with the father, he hath served with me in the gospel. 

c) Loyal to His Savior     

21   For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's.  

 

III. Epaphroditus – An Example of How to Serve Through Difficulty   

25  Yet I supposed it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus,  
my brother, and companion in labour, and fellowsoldier,  
but your messenger, and he that ministered to my wants.  

26  For he longed after you all, and was full of heaviness,  
because that ye had heard that he had been sick.  

27  For indeed he was sick nigh unto death:  
but God had mercy on him; and not on him only, but on me also,  
lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow.  

 

A. His Suffering 

1. Suffered From  Homesickness  

26  For he longed after you all, and was full of heaviness,  
because that ye had heard that he had been sick.  
 

a) ‘Longed after you all’ – extremely homesick  

b) ‘full of heaviness’ – {Strongest Greek word in the NT for depression} 
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2. Suffered From Physical sickness 

27   For indeed he was sick nigh unto death:  
but God had mercy on him; and not on him only, but on me also,  
lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow.  

 
B. His Service (even when in difficulty)   

25  Yet I supposed it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus,  
my brother, and companion in labour, and fellowsoldier,  
but your messenger, and he that ministered to my wants.  

1. My Brother     (in the faith) 

2. My Companion in Labor   (in proclaiming the gospel) 

3. My Fellow soldier   (in the conflict with the enemies) 

4. Your Apostle   (messenger – delegate / one sent forth with orders)  

5. Our Minister  (those involved in priestly services)  

 

C. His Celebration   

28  I sent him therefore the more carefully,  
that, when ye see him again, ye may rejoice, and that I may be the less sorrowful.  

29  Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladness; and hold such in reputation:  
30  Because for the work of Christ he was nigh unto death,  

not regarding his life,  Literally – ‘he gambled with his very own life’  
to supply your lack of service toward me. 

 
1. Celebrated by Paul  

2. Celebrated by the Philippians 

3. Celebrated by Christ  
Luke 12 

42  And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his lord shall make 
ruler over his household, to give them their portion of meat in due season?  

 
43  Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.  
44  Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all that he hath. 

 

Epaphroditus arrived home to a hero’s welcome!  


