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Philippians 1 

12  But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the things which happened unto me  
have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel;  

 
I. “What Do We Do Now?” 

A. Terrorism in Boston  
 
“We knew this day was coming. It was always just a matter of when, and where, and by whom. This is a 
day in Boston that celebrates the remarkable endurance of the human body and will. It is a day when 
runners savor a moment they will cherish all their lives, often with their families standing by to watch and 
share. Someone wanted to see the finish line strewn with dead bodies. Often, there is no bottom to 
depravity. So here is the question that goes with living in the 21st century, for we have had to ask 
ourselves this before, and will again... What do we do now?”  1 

 
B. How do we handle - difficulties of life?    

1. Pray  / Read Bible / Comfort of Christian friends 

2. However-  

a) Some things we can’t control / change      (Terrorism / cancer / layoffs / death)   

b) Victory over discouragement  

(1) Yielding ourselves / circumstances to Christ – to be used for His glory  
 

(2) “To me to live is Christ” 

 

II. Let God Use Us and Our Circumstances for His Glory   

Philippians 1 
12  But I would ye should understand, brethren,  

that the things which happened unto me  
have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel;  
 

 The things which have happened unto me – Prison  

 Joseph – “What some meant for evil – God has meant for good” 

Romans 8 
28  And we know that all things work together for good  

to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 

o Not – all things are good 

o But – God is able to accomplish good – live according to HIS PURPOSE 

o Paul believed – Everything in life has a divine purpose 

Wiersbe  
“He did not complain about his chains; instead he consecrated them to God and asked God to use them…” 2 
 

                                    
1 http://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/columnist/lopresti/2013/04/15/lopresti-column-boston-marathon-tragedy-other-sports/2085965/ 
2 Warren Wiersbe. Bible Exposition Commentary (BE Series) – New Testament 
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How can God turn difficulty into something good?   How can He use it for His glory? 

12  But I would ye should understand, brethren,  
that the things which happened unto me  
have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel;  

 
A. God is Opening Doors That Otherwise Were Closed 

13  So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places;  
 

“My difficulties have opened doors of opportunity…”  
  

1. The Soldiers Who Were Guarding Him 

Acts 28 
16  And when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners  

to the captain of the guard: but Paul was suffered to dwell by himself  
with a soldier that kept him.           (1 guard / 6 hrs – 4 guards / day)  

30  And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all that came in unto him,  
31  Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern  

the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him. 
 

Wiersbe – “The secret is this…  
Look on your circumstances as God-given opportunities for the furtherance of the Gospel;  
and rejoice at what God is going to do instead of complaining about what God did not do.” 3 

 

2. The Officials Who Were Questioning Him 

1 Peter 3 
15  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man  

that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 
 
3. The Servants Who Were Attending to Him 

Philippians 4 
22  All the saints salute you, chiefly they that are of Caesar's household. 
 

BLOOM WHERE YOU ARE PLANTED 

 

B. God Is Using People Who Otherwise Be Silent 

14  And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds,   
are much more bold to speak the word without fear.  

 

1. Shy        If Paul can in prison / surely I can tell my neighbor 

  

                                    
3 Ibid 
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2. Selfish  

15  Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also of good will:  
16 The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely,  

supposing to add affliction to my bonds:  
 

a) Jealous of Paul 

b) Take advantage / his disadvantage: 

(1) Discredit Paul  

(2) Displace Paul   (Absalom and David) 

(3) Discourage Paul  

 

 Little boy to the preacher –  “When I grow up and get a job –give you money” 
o Preacher –   “That’s nice. Why are you going to give me money” 
o Little boy –   “Cause my daddy says – you’re the poorest preacher we ever had” 

 
18  What then? Notwithstanding,  

every way, whether in pretence, [falsely]  or in truth, Christ is preached;  
and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.  
 

Are you a pessimist or an optimist? 

Do you always see the glass half empty or half full? 

ATTITUDE DETERMINES ALTITUDE   

 

C. God Is Giving Me Strength I Otherwise Would Not Have 

1. Philippians  Wrote - approx 61 AD        Nero –burned  Rome 64 AD / blamed on Christians 

2. Christians being persecuted  (attacked / killed – faith) 

3. Courage for Paul to face Nero  

 
20  According to my earnest expectation and my hope,  

that in nothing I shall be ashamed,  
but that with all boldness, as always,  

so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body,  
whether it be by life, or by death.  

21  For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
 

 Chinese Christian – prison for his faith      (Billy Graham Crusade)  

o Only time out of cell – shovel human waste into a truck  

o 1st time – stench was sickening  

o But - “My time alone with Christ”     Sing a song 

“I come to the garden alone. While the dew is still on the roses. 

And the voice I hear falling on my ear. The Son of God discloses.  

And he walks with me and he talks with me. And he tells me I am his own.  

And the joy we share as we tarry there. None other has ever known.” 
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CONCLUSION  

1) What are your “chains”:       Job?   /   Family problems?   /   Physical infirmity? 

2) How do you view your chains? Obstacles?  Opportunities? 

3) View our circumstances -  through the eyes of Jesus  

Wiersbe – “He did not complain about his chains; 
Instead he consecrated them to God and asked God to use them…” 

 
4) Some say - “I can’t do this”          You can’t, but Christ can through you 

Philippians 4 
13  I can do all things - through Christ - which strengtheneth me. 
 

 


