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Matthew 5 
7  Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 
 

Mother – Napoleon - pardon for her son 

 Twice committed a crime  For justice – deserved to die 

 “But I don’t ask for justice”  “I plead for mercy”  

 “But your son does not deserve mercy”  

 “It would not be mercy if he deserved it” 

 “Well, then, I will have mercy” – spared the son 

 

I. Blessed Are the Merciful  

A. Mercy - { Kindness / good will towards the afflicted - desire to help them } 

B. Parable of the Good Samaritan 
Luke 10 

30  … A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho,  
and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him,  
and departed, leaving him half dead.  

31  And by chance there came down a certain priest that way:  
and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.  

32  And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place,  
came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side.  

33  But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was:  
and when he saw him, he had compassion on him,  

34  And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine,  
and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.  

35  And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence,  
and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him;  
and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. 

 
C. God loves the merciful  

36  Which now of these three, thinkest thou,  
was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves?  

37  And he said, He that shewed mercy on him.   
Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.  Pres / Act / Imperative 
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II. The Mercy of God    

A. God is Merciful  
Psalm 86 

15  But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious,  
longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth. 

Psalm 106 
1  Praise ye the LORD. O give thanks unto the LORD;  

for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.   (42 times) (unchanging character) 
 

B. To Whom is God Merciful? 

1. General Mercy – All Creation  

Ps145:9  His tender mercies are over all His works. 
 

Mt 5:45  …maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good,  
     and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 

2. Specific Mercy  

a) To the Sinful  
Ephesians 2  “turn to” 

1  And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;  
2   Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world,  

according to the prince of the power of the air,  
the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:  

3   Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past  
in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind;  
and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.  

 
(1) If no mercy  –  No Christianity / Church / Bible  

Forgiveness of sin / Hope of Heaven  

 Only - righteous anger of God against – our sin  

(2) But God is merciful   (Nature of love)  

4  But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,  
5  Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ,  

(by grace ye are saved;) 6 And hath raised us up together,  
and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:     Titus 3 

 
(3) Greatest act of mercy – Jesus / Cross / sinners   
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b) To the suffering    
Lamentations 3 

22  It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not.  
23  They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. 
 

(1) Lord’s mercies – we are not consumed 

(a) By His holy wrath -  sin   (Consuming fire)  

(b) By the adversities of life  

(2) God’s well will never run dry on mercy  

(a) Eph 2 – rich  

(b) Psalms – mercy endureth forever 

(c) God delights in showing His mercy to us (Micah 7:18) 

(3) Merciful High Priest 

Hebrews 4  “turn to” 
14  Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens,  

Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.  
15  For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of  

our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  
16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace,  

that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 

(a) High priest – intercede  (Heb 7 – everliveth – 

intercession) 

(b) Jesus is “touched”-  our infirmities  (weaknesses)   

(i) ‘Touched’ – sympathy  (to suffer with)  

(ii) Tempted (tested / tried) – like us  

(iii) Yet He did not sin – VICTORIOUS!  

(c) Let us therefore come boldly (with openness)  

(i) Throne of GRACE     

(ii) That we may receive:    

(a) Mercy – compassion  

(b) Grace – strength  
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III. The Mercy of God’s People  

A. Why should we be merciful? 

1. We have received mercy  

2. Mercy is now a part of our new nature   (Grace)  

3. We desire / need – even more mercy      (from God / others)    

 

B. How can we be more merciful? 

1. Never lose sight of the cross    Harlot washing Jesus’ feet - tear)  

Luke 7 
47  Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, (which are many), are forgiven;  

for she loved much:  
but to whom little is forgiven , the same loveth little.   

2. Look For Opportunities to Be Merciful    (Be aware of the needs of others) 

3. Establish – “Mercy Fund”   (pray – who to give it to)  

1 Corinthians 16 NLT 
1  Now about the money being collected for the Christians in Jerusalem:  

You should follow the same procedures I gave to the churches in Galatia.  
2  On every Lord's Day, each of you should put aside some amount of money  

in relation to what you have earned and save it for this offering.  

4. Simply Meet Needs 

a) Money  

b) Listening ear / hug / helping hand  

c) Card / Visit / Phone call  

d) Encouragement to come to Christ   (come back to Christ) 

5. Intercessory Prayer  

a) Someone – who is moved / cares 

b) Seeks the mercy of God – behalf of another  

Matthew 5:7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 


