
I. IN CHRIST – for Salvation       

Philippians 3:1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you, to 
me indeed is not grievous, but for you it is safe. 2 Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, 
beware of the concision. 3 For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, 
and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. 4 Though I might also have 
confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in 
the flesh, I more:  
 

5 Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an 
Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; 6 Concerning zeal, 
persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 

 
7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 8 Yea doubtless, and I 
count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win 
Christ, 9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but 
that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 
 

A. Confidence in Ourselves 

1. Paul’s confidence in himself  (religious credentials…)  

2. Paul’s renunciation of self - in order that he might be found ‘in Christ’ 

B. Confidence in Christ  

1. Php 3:3  For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit,  
  and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. 
       those in flesh – can’t please God 
   
  *Rom 7 – “know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing:  
    for to will is present with me;  
    but how to perform that which is good I find not.” 
 
2. GRACE - Eph 2:8-9   For by grace are you saved through faith… 

3. Trust / dependence upon Jesus and His finished work on the cross 

a. Jesus - fully satisfied - the Law of God     (He is our righteousness)  

b. Jesus - fully satisfied - the wrath of God  

  Isaiah 53:5 …he was wounded for our transgressions,  
  he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him;  
  and with his stripes we are healed.  



II. IN CHRIST – for Sanctification     

Philippians 3:10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship 
of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;  
11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 
 
12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after,  
if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 13 Brethren, 
I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,  
14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

A. Sanctification       (to be set apart unto God / to be made holy) 

1. Positional Sanctification – Salvation  

2. Perfect Sanctification – Glorification in Heaven  

3. Practical Sanctification (progressive)   Now – God changing us – be like Jesus  

 

B. How are we sanctified? 

1. In our obedience to rules and regulations? 

       Gal 3:3 Are ye so foolish?  
       having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? 

 

2. Through a real and living relationship with Jesus  

a. “I want to know Him” – experientially  

b. “And the power of His resurrection”  

i. Being made conformable to His death    

(i) Dying to self 

(ii) Dying to sin  

ii. So that – Christ may live IN ME 

  



III. IN CHRIST – for Steadfastness    Philippians 3:15 – 4:1 

A. Live out what you already know      vs. 15-16 

1. “What new thing can I hear / learn?” 

2. “What am I doing with I already know?”  

a. Am I striving to be separated unto Christ? Is He my Lord and Master?     

b. Am I actively putting off the old man and putting on the new man in Christ? 

c. Am I in His Word?  Is prayer a vital part of my daily walk?  

d. Am I seeking to share the gospel with those who don’t know Christ? 

e. Am I a good steward of my: time / talents / treasures? 

f. Am I a servant to others, walking in Christ-like humility?  

B. Set our mind on things above and not on things of the earth  vs. 17-21 

C. Stand Fast in the Lord       Php 4:1 

1. Persist / persevere  

2. Drive down a stake and say – “Here I stand!”  “In Christ”  


