
Philippians 2 
14 Do! all things without murmurings and disputings:  
15  That <2443> ye may be 
    blameless and harmless,  
   the sons of God, without rebuke,  
    in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,  
    among whom ye shine as lights in the world;  
16    Holding forth the word of life;  
  that <2443> I may rejoice in the day of Christ,  
   that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain.  
17   Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith,  
    I joy, and rejoice with you all.  
18    For the same cause also do ye joy!, and rejoice! with me. 
       

I. Do! All Things without Complaining or Arguing  

Lack of harmony in the Philippian church  

Philippians 4:2  I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche,  
   that they be of the same mind in the Lord. 
 
Philippians 2:3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind 
let each esteem other better than themselves. 4 Look not every man on his own things, 
but every man also on the things of others. 5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus: 
 

A. “Do all things without murmurings and disputings” (complaining & arguing)   

1. Murmuring: - To mutter under your breath  

a. Not – outspoken words  

b. But –spirit of discontent / resentment  

Exodus 16:2 And the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against 
Moses and Aaron in the wilderness… 
 
Numbers 14:2 All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole 
assembly said to them, “If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this wilderness!” 
 

  



c. Danger of murmuring –  

i. Sinning without realizing it  

(i) Secret / hidden sins   “Expressing our concern”/ “Sharing a prayer request”   

(ii) “Bearing false witness…”   /    “Slandering”  

ii. Leads to open complaining  
14 Do! all things without murmurings and disputings…  (complaining / arguing)  

 
2. Complaining   

 Swindoll  
(i) Murmuring – our attitude  

(ii) Disputings (arguing) – our actions  

1. Stirring up strife  

2. And causing dissension  

         Philippians 2:3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory… 
 

a. “Strife” – electioneering for office                Euodias & Syntyche? 

b. “Vain glory” – being puffed up with no good reason (empty glory)  

c. James – conflict originates in a selfish heart   (James 4)  

ii. Hinders the work of Christ   

14 Do! all things without murmurings and disputings:  
15  so That <2443> ye may be  blameless and harmless,  
  the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,  
  among whom ye shine as lights in the world;  
16  Holding forth the word of life;  

 
(i) We are the Salt of the Earth / the Light of the World  

(ii) Negative spirit – hinders God’s work – in / through us  

12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed,  
  not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence,  
  work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.  
13  For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 



B. Instead - be blameless / harmless    

1. Blameless and pure   

2.  Innocent and no need for others to criticize us  (without rebuke)  

a. You shine as lights in a world of darkness      salt and light  

b. Holding forth the Word of Light                                                                                             

(carefully taking care of the gospel that has been entrusted to us)  

 
II. How Do We Overcome the Temptation to Murmur and Complain? 

A. Admit that it is sin and that it has consequences  
Proverbs 28 NIV 

13 Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper,  
 but the one who confesses and renounces them finds mercy. 
 

B. Recognize that it begins within our heart          murmuring – complaining  
Luke 6 ESV 

45 The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good,  
 and the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil,  
 for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks. 
 

C. Replace it with what is godly   
 James 4 – draw near to God & he will draw near to you 
 

Php 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are 
honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things 
are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there 
be any praise, think on these things. 9 Those things, which ye have both learned, 
and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you. 

 
1. Through the Word  

2. Through heart-felt sincere prayer 

3. Through obedience to the Holy Spirit  

D. Become a servant of God  
Philippians 1 

1 Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ 


