
 

 

#9 In Christ (part 2)  

Philippians 3 
7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.  
8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss  
  for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord:  
  for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung,  
   that I may win Christ,  
9   And be found in him,  
    not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law,  
    but that which is through the faith of Christ,  
    the righteousness which is of God by faith:  

 
 

1) IN CHRIST – Salvation (Justification before God)  

a) My Gain - Paul’s Spiritual Accomplishments (Credentials) – Works  

b) Count as Loss (useless / detrimental if you rely upon them)   

 

2) IN CHRIST – Sanctification  

10 That I may know him,  
  and the power of his resurrection,  
  and the fellowship of his sufferings,  
   being made conformable unto his death;  
11   If by any means I might attain <G2658> unto the resurrection of the dead. 
 

a) Paul wanted to know Christ as a PERSON 

b) Paul wanted to know the POWER of Christ’s resurrection  

i) “The fellowship of His sufferings” – share in the sufferings of Christ  

ii) And thus: 

(1) Being fashioned unto Christ’s death  (dying to self)  old life / sin  

(2) And experiencing His resurrection  (living unto God)  new life / righteousness 

Philippians 2:5-8 
 

 
 



 

 

Romans 6 
1  What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?  
2  God forbid.  
  How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?  
3   Know ye not, that so many of us  
   as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  
4    Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death:  
   that  
    like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father,  
    even so we also should walk in newness of life.  
5     For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death,  
    we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:  
6  Knowing this,  
  that our old man is crucified with him,  
   that the body of sin might be destroyed,  
   that henceforth we should not serve sin.  
7     For he that is dead is freed from sin. 
 
11  Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin,  
 but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
12  Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body,  
  that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.  
13  Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin:  
 but yield yourselves unto God,  
  as those that are alive from the dead,  
  and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.  
14   For sin shall not have dominion over you:  
  for ye are not under the law,   but under grace. 
 
 
  



 

 

I. PAUL’S DESIRE – Sanctification  

10 That I may know him,  
 and the power of his resurrection,  
 and the fellowship of his sufferings,  
  being made conformable unto his death;  
11  If by any means I might attain <G2658> unto the resurrection of the dead. 
         arrive at a destination                    
 

A. DESIRE is to be Completely Like His Savior   

1. I want to know Christ -  in His PERSONHOOD  

2. I want to know THE POWER OF HIS RESURRECTION  

a. I want my spirit (attitude / mind)   (Php 2) – conformed to Purpose of His death 

b. So that, I might experience the Power of His resurrection  

Romans 6 
4  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death:  
 that  
  like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father,  
  even so we also should walk in newness of life.  
 

B. I Want to Experience COMPLETE SANCTIFICATION!  

1. Sanctification - {being set apart unto God}      (root word – holy)  

2. 3 Phases of Our Sanctification  

a. Positional sanctification – “In Christ”  (salvation / justification before God)  
Philippians 3 

9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law,  
 but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:  
 

b. Perfect sanctification – resurrected / changed   Like Him – see Him… 1 Jn 3 

c. PRACTICAL sanctification– (our character progressively being conformed 

to the character of Christ)  

 



 

 

II. Paul’s DISSATISFACTION  
12 Not as though I had already attained,     achieved this yet  
 either were already perfect:        complete / finished  
 but I follow after,       (pursue / persecute) (Pres tense)  
 if that I may apprehend       (lay hold of for my own)  
 that - for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.  
 

A. Though Paul was a great Christian, he had not yet arrived   

B. Practical sanctification complete – only when God accomplishes perfect sanctification  

 Php 1:6 Being confident of this very thing,  
  that he which hath begun a good work in you  
  will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: 
 

C. Sanctification - the Reason Christ Apprehended Us   

Titus 2:14 …who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness  
 and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. 
 

III. Paul’s DETERMINATION  
13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended:  but this one thing I do,  
  forgetting those things which are behind,   
  and reaching forth unto those things which are before,    
14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.  
           

A. This One Thing I Do -  #1 priority  

1. Forget those things which are behind me  achievements / failures  

2. Reaching forth - for those things before me  straining to grasp  

3. I press toward the mark    (Christlikeness / sanctification)  

4. For the prize (the reward) of God’s high calling upon my life  

B. May That be the Goal of Every Christian  

15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, (mature) be thus minded:  
 and if in anything ye be otherwise minded,  
 God shall reveal even this unto you.  
16 Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained,  
 let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing. 


